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seeing this, went with his bloody sword in his
hand into a back room to search for Kotsuke no
Suke, but he only found the son of the latter, a
young lord named Kira Sahioye, who, carrying
a halberdj attacked him, but was soon wounded
and fled. Thus the whole of Kotsuke no Suke's-
men having been killed, there was an end of the
fighting; but as yet there was no trace of Kotsuke
no Suke to be found.

Then Kuranosuke divided his men into several
parties and searched the whole house, but all in
vain; women and children weeping were alone to
be seen. At this the forty-seven men began to lose
heart in regret, that after all their toil they had
allowed their enemy to escape them, and there was
a moment when in their despair they agreed to
commit suicide together upon the spot; but they
determined to make one more effort. So Kurano-
suke went into Kotsuke no Suke's sleeping-room,
and touching the quilt with his hands, exclaimed,
"I have just felt the bed-clothes and they are yet
warm, and so methinks that our enemy is not far
off. He must certainly be hidden somewhere in
the house." Greatly excited by this, the Ronins
renewed their search. Now in the raised part of
the room, near the place of honour, there was a
picture hanging; taking down this picture, they
saw that there was a large hole in .the plastered
wall, and on thrusting a spear in they could feel
nothing beyond it. So one of the Ronins, called